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ABSTRACT

In compassionate conservation, animal welfare and conservation work together to minimize
suffering and maximize conservation outcomes. Modern zoos place equal emphasis on
conservation and animal welfare. However, discrepancies occur when the interests of individual
animals' conflict with goals to preserve collectives. Through a discourse analysis of interviews
with actors in conservation, animal welfare, and animal rights in South Korea, France, and the
USA, this dissertation shows that zoos increasingly value individual animal interests when
establishing welfare practices. Yet, they face practical problems in reconciling the
implementation of these ideals in captivity. This dissertation also shows the global reach of

these discourses.
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