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ABSTRACT

Costa Rica’s Pago de Servicios Ambientales (PSA) program is an example of a “payments for ecosystem
services” program, which compensates landowners for activities such as protecting forests. Its effects
on forest protection in Costa Rica are the subject of this dissertation. Non-PSA points and PSA
protection contracts across the country were examined against a global dataset of gross forest cover
loss, to estimate avoided deforestation and PSA performance. Then, Google Earth imagery was used to
examine forest condition in detail for a PSA contract and two non-PSA points, to demonstrate the use of
this resource in aiding the above analysis.
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