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ABSTRACT  
 
 

Infectious diseases are an ever-growing problem affecting coral reef organisms and it is 

important to determine which members of the microbial community are living in different 

tissue layers of the coral holobiont. Using samples from wild and captive corals, a protocol was 

developed to remove suspected bacteria, extract nucleic acids, and amplify and sequence a 

portion of the 16S rRNA gene from coral tissue sections. The identification of Mycobacterium, 

which has been attributed to disease in fish and various genera previously associated with 

disease in corals suggests the potential viability of laser capture microdissection in coral disease 

research. 

 

 

 


