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Bridging the gap from academia 
to the Federal government

Erica Towle is the National Coral Reef 
Monitoring Program Coordinator for NOAA's 

Coral Reef Conservation Program (CRCP). She 
holds a Ph.D. in marine biology and fisheries 

from the University of Miami Rosenstiel School 
of Marine and Atmospheric Science with a 

focus on the effects of climate change on 
Caribbean coral resilience. Following her Ph.D., 
Erica earned a Sea Grant Knauss Fellowship to 

work in Congress for a year on the Senate 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

Committee; Subcommittee on Oceans, 
Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard. Prior 

to joining the CRCP, Erica staffed the 
Administrator of NOAA on the National Ocean 
Service. She currently resides in Washington, 

D.C., and enjoys spending her free time 
volunteering, exercising, and traveling.
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