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This represents my current application, one year after completing the ABS program. There were NO 
verification issues, and everything was smooth! A student won’t run into any verification issues if 
everything on their application matches their transcripts.  
 

 
 

• GeorgeSquared officially belongs to GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY because letter grades will appear 
on the George Mason Transcript. GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY will still have a transcript for all ABS 
students, but it will only be for credit, NOT letter grades.  

o Note how I classified the ABS program – I made sure to list it as the major.  
o This is how schools will know that a student is not just in a GMU graduate program ending 

with a degree, but rather a graduate certificate program and ours in particular.  
 
 
GEORGE MASON TRANSCRIPT 
→  
I excluded ‘GeorgeSquared’ in 
the description of this program 
because I wanted to match the 
language on the transcript 
precisely. A student needs to 
make the verifying process as 
seamless as process. I didn’t 
want my verification reader on 
the AMCAS / AACOMAS side to 
hunt for ‘GeorgeSquared’ in my 
transcripts because they will 
never find it.  
 
 
 
 



GEORGETOWN TRANSCRIPT → 
GeorgeSquared ABS is still listed 
on our transcripts when we’re in 
the ABS program. There will not 
be any letter grades nor credits 
on the Georgetown transcript 
after the completion of ABS.  
 
When a student transitions to 
Georgetown to complete their 
M.S., credits will be transferred 
as noted in the transcript. The 
remaining grades to complete 
the M.S. will appear on the 
Georgetown transcript as shown.  
 
AFTER ABS is completed, AND the student goes on to complete the M.S., the Georgetown Transcript will 
have this additional info: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

• In an ideal situation, you want to list BOTH George Mason University and Georgetown University on 
your AMCAS application.  

o *However, the courses will only be on transcripts AFTER a student is enrolled. This may not 
be in June when a student submits their application, so the student will need to either push 
their enrollment forward or contact the AMCAS application services to ask how the student 
should proceed.  
 

• Listing DATES for GeorgeSquared ABS on the AMCAS application:  
o Plan to complete, or previously completed ABS:  

▪ GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY: August – May  
▪ GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY: August – _____  

• End with the ABS program = May end  

• Summer M.S. = August end  

• Spring M.S. = May end of the following year 



• *But just caution students that they cannot list a M.S. end date unless they 
are officially accepted into the M.S. program already. For example, I can’t 
just list “Harvard Business School M.B.A 2020” if I haven’t been accepted 
and don’t have a transcript to support it.  

 
 

LISTING GEORGE-SQUARED ABS ON AMCAS / AACOMAS APPLICATION BEFORE COMPLETING ABS: 
 
This image below is from the application submitted before I began GeorgeSquared. I DID have errors on 
my 2018 application verification process. A student can only have ten errors before verification people 
send an application back to correct (in which the student loses valuable time because they lose their spot 
in line for verification), so I thankfully didn’t meet that threshold and my errors were forgiven.  
 

 
 

• I was NOT enrolled at Georgetown University by the time I submitted my application in June. I listed 
only GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY and did send a transcript. (It had no grades, but just proved that I 
was indeed an incoming student.) 

o You CANNOT list a school on your AMCAS / AACOMAS without having a transcript to back 
it up. 
 

• I listed the classes I was about to take in the fall semester.  
o Also note that I did something wrong here, noted by the symbols on the right column and the 

verification key here:  

 
 



• When in doubt, always reference the AAMC guide:  
https://aamc-orange.global.ssl.fastly.net/production/media/filer_public/b2/23/b223c482-8ba3-
44dd-bb1c-8835ac84f3e6/2020amcasapplicantguide-060419.pdf 
 
 

CATEGORIZING GEORGE-SQUARED COURSES ON AMCAS / AACOMAS: 
 

 

 

 
 

• In summary, because our GeorgeSquared courses had ‘BMED’ in the title, I could comfortably 
designate them as biomedical science courses. 

o I used my best discretion to place biomedical science courses in the BIOLOGY category, 
even though ‘Biomedical Science’ was not officially listed in the Biology category on the 
AAMC or AACOMAS manuals.   

o *Remind students to look for this breakdown of categories for their respective application 
year. In most cases, they will reference the manual I linked above for their application year.  

o 2015 AAMC Course Classification Guide: https://aamc-
orange.global.ssl.fastly.net/production/media/filer_public/e5/68/e5687e03-f55e-4ce6-
a4e4-892eaab328dc/amcas_course_classification_guide.pdf 

 

• The only exception was biostats—I wanted it to count as a math 
class and there’s no argument there—Statistics does NOT qualify 
as a biology class.  

https://aamc-orange.global.ssl.fastly.net/production/media/filer_public/b2/23/b223c482-8ba3-44dd-bb1c-8835ac84f3e6/2020amcasapplicantguide-060419.pdf
https://aamc-orange.global.ssl.fastly.net/production/media/filer_public/b2/23/b223c482-8ba3-44dd-bb1c-8835ac84f3e6/2020amcasapplicantguide-060419.pdf
https://aamc-orange.global.ssl.fastly.net/production/media/filer_public/e5/68/e5687e03-f55e-4ce6-a4e4-892eaab328dc/amcas_course_classification_guide.pdf
https://aamc-orange.global.ssl.fastly.net/production/media/filer_public/e5/68/e5687e03-f55e-4ce6-a4e4-892eaab328dc/amcas_course_classification_guide.pdf
https://aamc-orange.global.ssl.fastly.net/production/media/filer_public/e5/68/e5687e03-f55e-4ce6-a4e4-892eaab328dc/amcas_course_classification_guide.pdf

