GGS 326/GGS 526 Geography of Eastern Europe & Russia
Spring Semester 2025, Online, Credit Hours:  MACROBUTTON EmptyMacro 3
Dr. Vincent M. Artman
Email: vartman@gmu.edu
Office Hours: By Appointment 
Course Description:

In 1991, the Soviet Union imploded, and in its wake fifteen new states emerged. Today, more than twenty years after independence, two of those countries, Russia and Ukraine, are locked in an existential struggle that will decide the future of both: will Russia prevail and reduce Ukraine to a vassal – or even destroy it entirely? Or will the war fatally undermine the corrupt authoritarianism in Russia? Will Ukraine emerge as a broken state or a developing democracy? These questions, of course, cannot be answered yet. 

The purpose of this course is to highlight the Ukrainian experience, which is often either neglected or understood solely through the lens of Russian history. Topics of particular focus will be the construction of Ukrainian states through history, the evolution of Ukrainian identity, and Ukraine’s relationship with Russia and the Soviet Union over time, culminating in the war that Russia launched in 2014 and escalated in 2022. By the end of the course, students should possess empirical knowledge of the region’s cultural, political, and historical, geographies and will learn to analyze dynamics within and between Ukraine and Russia, which have much wider ramifications for regional and global security. 
Required Texts:
· Serhii Plokhy - The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine ISBN ‎ 978-1541675643

· Serhy Yekelchyk – Ukraine: What Everyone Needs to Know 978-0197532119
· Other texts will be available on Blackboard and will be indicated in the reading schedule in bold lettering.
Evaluation:
· Reading journal
25%

· Response Essays
25%
· Research paper:    
30%
· Final reflections
20%

This course employs the following grade scale:
A+: 97-100% A: 94-96%, A- 90-93%, B+ 87-89%, B 84-86%,

B- 80-83%, C+ 77-79%, C 74-76%, C- 70-73%,

D+ 67-69%, D 64-66%, D- 60-63%, F 0-59%
Extra Credit 

The only way to earn extra credit in this class is to post regularly in the open discussion forum.

Reading Journal
As the name suggests, the reading journal will ask you to reflect, in an informal and undirected way on the readings that you did that week. What was the main point of the assigned chapters or articles? What did you learn? What was most confusing? What questions did you have? Were there any points or quotes that really stood pout for you? The point of the journal is for you to spend a little bit of time each week thinking about what you read and writing about it.
Reading Responses
Over the course of the semester you will have 3 reading response essays in which you will respond to a prompt that I provide that will ask you to reflect critically on the readings in a more structured way than in your reading journals. These essays will be 500-700 words.
Research Papers
The research paper will be 8-10 pages on a subject chosen by the student. However, your topic must be approved by the instructor. Start thinking about which topic you are interested in as soon as possible, since you will ideally be working on this paper (reading, researching, taking notes, etc.) throughout the entire class. YOU WILL NEED TO TURN IN A ONE PAGE PAPER PROPOSAL FOR REVIEW BY THE END OF WEEK 6.
An important part of your academic training is learning how to evaluate sources and cite them properly. Therefore, your paper must include a bibliography of at least 8 peer-reviewed or academic sources, which should be used appropriately (i.e. I’m not going to be impressed if you give me a citation for “Kyiv is the capital of Ukraine”). Please do not use random internet sources or cite Wikipedia – if you have a question about what constitutes a “random internet source,” just ask me. Students should use author-date citations with full bibliographical information in the bibliography.
Your paper must include a thesis, or argument. That is to say that you must present some kind of a claim and support it with evidence. Your paper should answer the question: “so what?” A simple recounting of the history of Ukraine (“…and then this happened, and then that happened, and then…”) or whatever, is not acceptable. Instead, you need to have an argument (“The Euromaidan revolution that led to the downfall of the Yanukovych regime was qualitatively different from the earlier Orange Revolution because…”). 
Finally, this is a geography class and your topic must have some sort of geographical component (defined broadly). If you have any questions about what this entails, please ask your instructor.
Final Reflections
The final reflections will ask you to write a short essay reflecting on what you learned over the course of the semester. 
General Class Policies

1. Cheating, plagiarism or any form of academic dishonesty are strictly prohibited, and will be handled in accordance with university policy.

2. Professional courtesy, mutual respect and civil dialogue in discussions is expected at all times. Respect and tolerance are the central principles of this course. Class discussions are opportunities for engaging in rich conversation pertinent to the course, and not for “rants,” derogatory comments of any nature, jokes, personal attacks, or any content prohibited by university policies. Students who engage in this type of behavior will be warned, and subsequent violations will likely be met with a request to withdraw from class or a failing grade. 

3. Any kind of disruptive in-class behavior (defined by the instructor) will be detrimental to your course grade. 
4. Alterations to the syllabus may be made by the instructor as deemed necessary.

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty of any kind will NOT be tolerated and will result in an automatic F on the assignment without the opportunity to re-do or re-write the assignment for replacement credit. Particularly egregious cases will be met with a failing grade for the entire class and referral to George Mason University’s academic integrity proceedings. Information about academic integrity can be found on here: 

https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/
Academic dishonesty includes: 

· Collusion, defined as the unauthorized collaboration with any other person in preparing work offered for individual credit. 

· Fabrication, defined as intentionally falsifying or inventing any information or citation on any academic exercise. 

· Cheating, defined as intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in any academic exercise. 

· Plagiarism, defined as the appropriation of any other person’s work and the unacknowledged incorporation of that work in one’s own work offered for credit. 

Plagiarism is a violation of the code of academic integrity and will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism includes copying material (any more than 5 consecutive words) from outside texts, excessive quotations (even if cited), or presenting outside information as if it were your own by not crediting authors through citations.  It can be deliberate or unintended, but in either case it constitutes cheating. “I didn’t know!” isn’t an excuse and won’t be accepted. 
Put simply: don’t try to pass off someone else’s work as your own. I always catch at least one or two people per semester, and those people do get failing grades. Don’t be that person.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Plagiarism also includes turning in a paper written for another class without prior approval. All work done for this class must be original work done for this course. So, just to make sure that there is no confusion here…*PLAGIARISM. OF. ANY. KIND. IS. CHEATING*
AI Policy:

THE USE OF AI TOOLS TO WRITE PAPERS OR DISCUSSION BOARD POSTS IS PROHIBITED. 

All the work you do in this class must be your own, not the product of an AI chat bot. If I suspect a student has used AI tools to write an assignment, they will be asked to meet on Zoom to discuss that assignment with me in person and provide answers to questions that will test their knowledge of the reading or of the subject of their paper. 

If I am unsatisfied with their oral response, or if they miss the Zoom call, that assignment will be given an F. 

Communication

· Provide a clear subject line.

· Please indicate which class you’re in: I teach several classes, so please make it clear which one you’re in

· Always include your first and last name in the email message.
I will usually respond to messages within a day. You should make a habit of checking your emails on a regular basis as well.

Students with Disabilities: 
The Office of Disability Services coordinates accommodations and services for all GMU students who are eligible. If you have a disability for which you wish to request accommodations and have not contacted the ODS, please do so as soon as possible. Information about their services can be found at https://ds.gmu.edu/  Please contact your instructor privately in regard to your needs in this course.
Graduate Students (GGS 526):

Graduate students signing up for GGS 526 will participate in the class in most ways as other students, but will be expected to conduct a longer, more sophisticated research paper, ideally connected to their field of expertise or thesis/dissertation topic. Graduate students will be expected to write a 14-18 page/3,500-4,500-word research paper. Grading criteria will also be more rigorous for GGS 526 students.

Graduate students will also have an additional assignment. All GGS 526 students will choose/read a complete novel or academic book (no edited volumes, please) and write a (4-6 page) review essay.
GGS 526 students will be expected to discuss these additional/longer projects with the professor.
	DATE
	TOPIC
	READING (readings in bold are on Blackboard)
	ASSIGNMENT

	Week 1 (Jan 21)
	Why Ukraine?
	Von Hagen

Khromeychuk
Yekelchyk (book) Ch. 1
	

	Week 2 (Jan 27)
	The Historical Roots of Ukraine
	Yekelchyk (online) 13-66 
	

	Week 3 (Feb 3)
	Making Ukraine
	Plokhy 229-244
	

	Week 4 (Feb 10)
	Stalin’s Purges
	Snyder 78-86, 89-109
	Response Essay 1 Due

	Week 5 (Feb 17)
	Holodomor
	Plokhy 245-258

Snyder 21-58
	

	Week 6 (Feb 24)
	Nazi Occupation
	Plokhy 259-288
	PAPER PROPOSAL DUE

	Week 7 (Mar 3)
	Soviet Collapse
	Plokhy Ch. 25-26
	

	Week 8 (Mar. 10)
	SPRING BREAK


	
	

	Week 9 (Mar 17)
	Independence


	Yekelchyk (book) Ch. 4

Kurkov


	Response Essay 2 Due

	Week 10 (Mar 24)
	Nationalisms
	Putin – “On the Historical Unity…”

Plokhy – “Vladimir Putin’s Revisionist History…” 

Magoci (full text)
Aliev
	

	Week 11 (Mar 31)
	Euromaidan
	Yekelchyk (book) Ch. 5

Plokhy Ch. 27-28
	

	Week 12 (Apr 7)
	Crimea, Donbas, and Novorossiya I
	Yekelchyk ch. 6 & 7

Rafeenko

Plokhy Ch. 29

Laruelle – “The Three Colors of Novorossiya”
	

	Week 13 (Apr 14)
	Crimea, Donbas, and Novorossiya II
	Toal – “The Novorossiya Project”

Asayev
	Response Essay 3 Due

	Week 14 (Apr 21)
	The War I
	Artman – “A Quick Reminder…”

Artman – “ Graveyards”

	FINAL PAPER DUE

	Week 15 (Apr 28)
	The War II
	Mamonova – “Ecocide”

Appelbaun – “The Words that Lead…”

Finkel – Intent to Destroy
McGlynn – “Cultural Genocide” 
Human Rights Watch – “Russian Forces…”

Ponomarenko & Kossov – “Bucha Survivors…”
	

	Week 16 (May 5)
	
	Artman – “Passportization” 
Artman – “Abandonment pt. 1”
	

	Week 17 (May 7-14)
	
	
	FINAL  EREFLECTIONS DUE May 10


