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ABSTRACT  
 
 

 
The temperament and mental state of an animal are critical components of its wellbeing yet are 

not frequently evaluated. The temperament of white and black rhinos was assessed using 

keeper surveys and novel object tests. Survey traits were clustered into boldness/shyness, 

activity/inactivity, and anthrophilia/anthrophobia for both species, plus stoicism/reactivity in 

white rhinos. Furthermore, surveys were best at characterizing boldness/shyness in both 

species and anthrophilia/anthrophobia in black rhinos, while novel object tests were best at 

characterizing exploration in both species, plus activity in black rhinos. Consideration of 

temperament expression allows tailoring expectations for daily behaviors, interactions with 

enrichment, conspecifics, and people.  

 


