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ABSTRACT

After President George W. Bush encouraged the development of hundreds of new coal-fired power
plants, the Sierra Club created a program, Beyond Coal, to oppose these plants and prevent a surge in
greenhouse gas emissions. Ultimately, 86.4% of these projects failed. My dissertation explored both the
extent to which these failures could be attributed to Beyond Coal and its overall strategy, which forced

project delays as economic and political pressures on plant developers increased.



