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ABSTRACT

Lead poisoning is an issue of major concern. Even low blood lead levels can result in serious
negative health impacts, especially in children. Lead soil content is one pathway of exposure for
children. This research hypothesized that vacant housing would have a higher lead soil content
than occupied housing. Baltimore, Maryland was chosen due to its many old and vacant
properties. Lead soil tests compared vacant housing to occupied housing in both high and low
percent vacant neighborhoods. The results could indicate that vacant housing has more
potential negative health impacts than previously thought, which has environmental justice

implications.



