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Terminology:
GGS: The Department of Geography and Geoinformation Science, GGS office, GGS Graduate Coordinator, or Department Chair.
Mason: George Mason University and the relevant parties at the university level. 
FAQ: Frequently Asked Questions for Current Graduate Students

If you choose the non-thesis option for the ESS MS or GeoInt MS, you need to take an MS Research Project (GGS 798) for two credits.
For the project, you need an “instructor” who is any faculty member offering graduate courses for GGS and is not necessarily your academic advisor. Basically, you need to contact individual faculty members with a mutual interest in a research topic. The course description says that the project should be “under guidance of graduate faculty member resulting in acceptable technical report.”

After the instructor is determined, you need to file the GGS Master's Research Project Request Form to take GGS 798. Both you and your instructor should sign the form. After the form is approved by the department, a CRN will be requested by the department on your behalf, and the CRN will be sent to you when it is ready. If you need to change the number of credits, please refer to the FAQ entry: “How can I choose the right number of credits while registering for an IS, including GGS 798/799/998/999?” Please act early enough before the semester starts to allow time for processing the paperwork.
GGS 798 is graded on the Satisfactory/No Credit scale. In addition to reporting the grade in the Mason system, the instructor should also complete the Master's Research Project Evaluation Form for program assessment purposes.
Timelines:
Most students take GGS 798 in their last semester. However, this is not required. A student can take GGS 798 after they have completed 12 graduate credits.
 
Forms:
In addition to the above links to individual forms, all forms can be found on the GGS website under “Master’s students. 
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