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ABSTRACT

The Tasmanian devil (Sarcophilus harrisii) is a marsupial endemic to Australia and is currently
threatened by Devil Facial Tumor Disease (DFTD). Microbiomes are communities of
microorganisms that are connected to host health and are a promising tool for threatened
species management. This dissertation involves a systematic review on microbiomes and
conservation translocations, a range-wide assessment of Tasmanian devil gut microbiomes and
diet at different locations, and an investigation into the impact of DFTD on the gut microbiome.
The results indicate an effect of location on the microbiome but no strong signatures from

DFTD, providing valuable insights for Tasmanian devil management.



