COS Faculty Meeting Minutes 10/15/2025
12pm-1pm SciTech Campus LSEB 3313, Exploratory Hall 3301 & MS Teams

1. Call to Order 12:05pm
2. Approval of September 10, 2025 Meeting Minutes
3. Dean’s Remarks
a. Grand Challenge Initiative is open
i. Due Date
ii. Many RFIs from COS were multidisciplinary, making COS exemplary for the program
4. Committee Reports
a. Faculty Matters – Rebecca Jones
i. Committee is developing a grievance process
ii. Committee is awaiting feedback on workload policy
iii. Having the Chair Pro-Tempore, Farah Munshi, join meetings has been beneficial 
b. Curriculum Committee
c. Promotion & Tenure Committee 
i. Next meeting is on 24 October
d. Nominations & Membership Committee – Patrali Banerjee 
i. Committee is in process of selecting a Chairperson
ii. Work begins in December
e. Undergraduate Council
f. Graduate Council
5. STEM Teaching Fellows: Kelly Knight & Christine Rosenfeld
a. Overview of program – enacts best practices of inclusive learning that are tailored to teaching STEM courses
b. Comments from Summer 2025 Cohort – positive program that provided concrete ways to better engage students in science
c. 2-3 Hours of work each week asynchronously with a 2-day synchronous Zoom meeting at the end
d. Contact Kelly Knight (kknight6@gmu.edu) or Christine Rosenfeld (crosenfe@gmu.edu) if interested in the next session
6. Announcements
a. Brown Bag Series: Understanding types of Leave for Faculty on Wednesday, October 22nd from 12:15-1:30pm in Exploratory Hall 3301 – Andrew Lane, Enas Musa, and Ashley Enos of the central benefits team will provide faculty essential information on various types of leave, including parental leave and FMLA.
b. College of Science Dean’s Town Hall on Thursday, October 23rd from 2-3:30pm in Exploratory Hall 3301
c. Deadline for Faculty applications for Learning Assistants is Friday, October 24th - View details and application information. 
d. Reception with Provost Antony – Monday, November 3rd from 2:45-3:30pm in Exploratory 3301
e. Celebration of Success Dean’s Awards – nominations due on Monday, November 3 at 11:59pm
f. COS Faculty Meeting on Wednesday, November 12th from 12-1pm in Exploratory Hall 3301 and Virtual
g. Faculty Success Workshop Series – Workshops designed to address key issues central to faculty development and success
h. Stearns Center Faculty Recognition Opportunities – Adjunct and Online Teaching Excellence Awards – due Sunday, November 2nd 
i. Presidential Awards for Faculty Excellence – Submit a Nomination - due February 9, 2026
7. Audience Questions/New Business
a. Learning Assistant Program 
i. Faculty applications for LAs are due 24 October for the Spring 2026 semester
ii. Opportunity for faculty to have current students become peer assistants in class
iii. Contact stemcos@gmu.edu for more information
8. Please email Lori Mandable with items for COS Faculty Meeting Agenda at lmandabl@gmu.edu 
9. Adjournment 12:30pm
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