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ABSTRACT  
 
 

The study examines the relationship between economic and non-economic (social and 

environmental) pillars of sustainable development (SD) within the USA. SD is examined at sub-

national scales – across all states and localities – using the first 16 Sustainable Development 

Goals categorized into three pillars of SD. Geographically, the Southern states and localities 

scored poorly on SDGI, and high performers are clustered in the Northeastern region. While a 

bi-directional positive relationship was observed between economic and social, a negative 

relationship appeared between economic and environmental pillars. The influence of various 

economic aspects on social and the feedback effects of the same varied geographically at the 

locality scale. It provides crucial information for planning policy implications.   
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