
GGS 795: Seminar in Regional Analysis
Spring 2016
Course Syllabus

Class Time:

M 7:20 – 10 p.m.

Exploratory Hall 2304
Text: No Text

Instructor:  

Timothy Leslie

Associate Professor

tleslie@gmu.edu 

Office: Exploratory 2405
Office Hours: M 5 - 6:30, or by appt

Pre-Requisites: You need to be capable of reading academic literature, writing cohesively, and using quantitative tools.
Course Structure: This class is designed for graduate students with a general understanding of human geography concepts. We will read papers and discuss the theories of measuring regions. Assignments will apply the relevant topics, challenging you to implement methods we discuss in class. I will give also lectures throughout the semester on weekly topics. Finally, we will work collaboratively on a research paper to submit for publication.
Expectations: This is a graduate course, and as such I expect preparation and participation at every class. Your work should show attention to detail, with the expectation that the experience provide the basis for potential employers to consider your skills. 
Electronically: Blackboard will be used for the distribution of lectures and assignments. The URL is http://mymason.gmu.edu. Students must check their Mason email accounts to receive important University information, including messages related to this class.
Evaluation: Students will be graded in the following manner: 

Method Implementations

 20%

Academic Paper Submission
 30%

Scholastic Reflections

30%

Class Discussion


15%

Discussion Leader Performance
5%

Grades generally follow 90/80/70 with plus/minus being within 3 percent of the cutoffs. I reserve the right to alter the exact boundaries at the end of the semester. Labs are due at the beginning of class. Late assignments will be marked off 20% per complete weekday they are late, starting at the beginning of class on the day they are due. I do not give C’s in graduate courses – students with insufficient academic performance will be given an F.
Discussion: Reading is the lifeblood of graduate education and research; it is absolutely essential for comprehending the breadth of a field. You are expected to digest and give though to all readings before each class meeting. Informed discussion and debate represent a key element to this course. I cannot imagine an intelligent, open-minded, curious person not having a reaction to everything they read. And while we may exhibit carrying “natural” proclivities for speaking out, it is imperative that everyone expresses their interpretations and views. Developing skills in critical discourse is a key element in graduate education.

We can (and will) disagree. Expressions of disparate points of view are welcome, as reasonable minds may differ. Spirited debate is often illuminating. I have two caveats about this. First, express your views as informed readers, giving the author a fair reading in terms of what she/he sets out to do. Second, express your views and criticism in a constructive spirit. We should not expect a “love fest” of united peace and harmony each week, but please remain civil and refrain from vitriolic language. 

A Discussion leader will be assigned for each week. The purpose of the leaders is not to summarize the readings; rather the mission is to stimulate discussion and debate based on the readings, assuming everything has read the pieces thorough. To expedite discussion, leaders are required to craft three penetrating questions to start conversation for the week (conversation often ends up in a completely different location from these starting questions, but they are important to avoid that awkward silence at the start of discussion or to restart conversation that died). These questions are to be distributed to all class participants by Sunday afternoon (4:30) via e-mail. Discussion leaders should strive to write questions that foster discussion on the issues brought up in the papers.  
Reading Reflections: I am a proponent of writing as a means to develop critical thinking skills. Writing facilitates learning and helps sharpen and crystallize fuzzy thinking. In a sense, we do not know what we think exactly until someone tells us to express it in writing. In other words, what you have to say and how you say it are inextricable. Making sense of the “quantum haze” whirling around in our head via clear, expressive writing is a lifelong challenge, and is a challenge that, like any art or craft, takes practice.

For each set of readings you will write a brief essay (about 400 to 500 words) expressing your reaction to the reading. The purpose of these creations is twofold: (1) to garner practice in critical thinking and writing at a ‘theoretical’ level, and (2) to stimulate ideas and questions to bring to the session for discussion and debate. When crafting essays keep in mind the nexus of cartography, geography, and cultural expression. In some instances, a personal observation, experience, activity, or event may stimulate a response to the reading. Making connections in this way can be illuminating. Feel free to draw upon your outside experiences in crafting your reaction essays. Producing finely polished products regularly is not the chief objective. The primary purpose is to express your thoughts and ideas vis-à-vis the reading. We are looking for agility, flexibility, and creativity in expression. You should seek interesting ways to express ideas through word choices, analogies and metaphors, phrasing, and varying sentence structure. Each paper is due the day we discuss the particular topic - late essays will not be accepted.

Honor Code: GMU is an Honor Code university; please see the University Catalog for a full description of the code and the honor committee process. The principle of academic integrity is taken very seriously and violations are treated gravely. What does academic integrity mean in this course? Essentially this: when you are responsible for a task, you will perform that task. When you rely on someone else’s work in an aspect of the performance of that task, you will give full credit in the proper, accepted form. When in doubt (of any kind) please ask for guidance and clarification.

Tentative Course Schedule:
	Date
	Lecture
	Due

	1-Feb
	1 – What is a Region
	

	8-Feb
	2 – Statistics Refresh
	Reading Reflection

	15-Feb
	3 – Urban Structure
	Reading Reflection

	22-Feb
	4 – Innovation
	Assign 1 – Stats Refresh

	29-Feb
	5 – Spatial Visual Communication
	

	7-March
	No Class – Spring Break 
	

	14-March
	6 – Externalities
	Assign 2 – Map Critique

	21-March
	7 – Globalalities
	Reading Reflection

	28-March
	No Class – AAG
	

	4-Apr
	9 – Authorship and Publishing 
	

	11-Apr
	10 – Nutrition Geography 
	Reading Reflection

	18-Apr
	11 – Spatial Vector Borne Disease 
	Reading Reflection 

	25-Apr
	12 – TBD 
	

	2-May
	13 – Gravity / Interaction Modeling 
	Reading Reflection

	4-May
	14 – Off-campus 

        Draft Discussion
	Paper Draft

	9-May
	15 – Semester Review
	Paper Submission


