COS Faculty Meeting Minutes 
April 22, 2026, at 3pm
Exploratory Hall 3301 and Microsoft Teams

1. Call to Order at 3:17pm
2. 3/26/2026 Meeting Minutes Approved
3. Dean’s Remarks
4. Remarks from the Dean’s Administration 
· Andre Clayborne – College of Science Renewal, Promotion & Tenure Panel will take place on May 1, 2026, from 12pm-1pm in Johnson Center Room 326B. This is an in person only event, and panelists include Dean Edwards, Dr. Aarthi Narayanan, COS Promotion & Tenure Committee Chair and Department of Biology Faculty, and Dr. Mark Uhen, Chair of the Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic, and Earth Sciences. This event will cover all levels of promotion.
· Laura Powers – GMU Spirit Magazine has a theme of Caregiving for the fall issue, please contact Laura/Tracy Mason with your caregiving stories
5. Committee Reports
· Curriculum Committee - Nathan Burtch 
i. Met monthly during the academic year
ii. Had modifications to 39 undergraduate programs and 21 graduate programs
iii. Had 8 undergraduate program deletions
iv. Next meeting is on May 1st
v. Thanks to the committee, Jen & Greg for their efforts
· Faculty Matters & STEM Accelerator – Rebecca Jones
i. Had 8 meetings thus far & 9th is next week
ii. Faculty Matters Committee Report
1. Workload Policy – latest draft delivered to Dean’s office
2. Grievance Process – draft will be completed at next week’s meeting
3. Committee has revised terms – members will be elected every three years on a rolling basis to preserve continuity in the committee while allowing new voices
4. Reviewed proposals to study leave
iii. COS Undergraduate Research Colloquium May 11, 2026, 2-4pm Dewberry Hall, all are welcome!
https://science.gmu.edu/research/opportunities/undergraduate-research-colloquium
iv. STEM Teaching Fellows Program, Summer 2026 cohort, Applications are being accepted until April 30, more info and link to apply: https://science.gmu.edu/stem-accelerator/stem-teaching-fellowship
v. Thanks to Tina Bell and all volunteers who worked the Chesapeake Bay Bowl on 2/14
vi. STEM Accelerator featured in 2 publications related to Physics and Chemistry education
· Nominations & Membership Committee - Chris Lockhart
i. Nominations open for the following At-Large Positions:
1. Chair (1 year term)
2. Chair Pro Tempore (1 year term)
3. Secretary (1 year term)
4. Nominations & Membership Committee (2-year term and 2 available seats)
a. Chris Lockhart self-nominated
5. Promotion & Tenure Committee (MUST BE TENURED, 3-year term and cannot succeed themselves)
6. Graduate Council Representative (3-year term)
ii. Nominations open for the following Department-Specific Positions
1. Faculty Matters Committee (1 year term, need representation from BIO, CHEM, MATH, and PHYS/ASTR)
2. Promotion & Tenure Committee (MUST BE TENURED, 3-year term and cannot succeed themselves from BIO)
3. Curriculum Committee (3-year term, need representation from CHEM, ESP, Forensic Science, MATH, and SSB)
6. New Business
· Senior Associate Dean of Strategic Initiatives, Innovation, and College Affairs position – hope to have it filled in July
· Associate Dean of Faculty Affairs – hope to have final candidate selection in six weeks
7. Announcements
· COS Community Artwork is showcased in the COS Dean’s Suite – students, faculty & staff can have their work shown. Please contact Teri Fede via email
· Creative Services Photography will be holding a FREE OPEN CALL photo session for new faculty, staff, and administrators.
Monday April 27, 2026 |11 AM-2 PM |Merten Hall 1202
As a reminder, students are not eligible. We ask that priority be given to new hires and those who have not had a photo taken in the last 4 years. This photo session is your opportunity to obtain a professional Mason head shot for use on Mason-affiliated websites and publications. A Sign-Up Genius link is included here. You will need to sign-up for a slot to be photographed!!
Please RSVP here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E45ADA628A6FAC70-63502725-spring
Sittings should take no longer than 15 minutes.
*Please try and adhere to the time slot that you signed up for.
Wear solid colors and have your hair and makeup ready!
When you arrive at the Open Call Portrait Session, you will be required to sign-in again. This sign-in is to determine the order that photographs are taken. It is important to remain in the order that you intend to be photographed once you have signed in. A Mason email is required for us to send you the gallery link, with all of the edited photographs from the entire Open Call, approximately 30 days following the Open Call date.
Sign-in information required onsite:
First name, last name, title, school, college, affiliation or department on campus, Mason email address.
· Call for Participants: LCPS/Mason Science Annual Research Symposium
Join us for the Loudoun County Public Schools/Mason Science Dual Enrollment Research Symposium on April 28 in Dewberry Hall, where 400+ COS 120 students will present original research. Sign up to provide feedback and engage with emerging scholars. Contact aacos@gmu.edu  with questions. View participation details. 
· STEM Teaching Fellows Program, Summer 2026 cohort, Applications are being accepted until April 30, more info and link to apply:
https://science.gmu.edu/stem-accelerator/stem-teaching-fellowship
· College of Science Renewal, Promotion & Tenure Panel 
May 1, 2026 | 12pm-1pm | Johnson Center Room 326B
This is an in person only event, and panelists include Dean Edwards, Dr. Aarthi Narayanan, COS Promotion & Tenure Committee Chair and Department of Biology Faculty, and Dr. Mark Uhen, Chair of the Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic, and Earth Sciences.
· COS Undergraduate Research Colloquium 
May 11, 2026 | 2-4pm |Dewberry Hall, all are welcome!
https://science.gmu.edu/research/opportunities/undergraduate-research-colloquium
· Save the Date: College of Science Degree Celebration
Thursday, May 14, 2026 | 6:30 p.m. | EagleBank Arena
· Power + Character Educator Training
July 27-29, 2026 | Fairfax Campus
Center for Leadership and Intercultural Engagement (CLIE) -
This will be a free, highly engaging, and genuinely fun 3-day learning experience for faculty and staff that directly supports the work many of us care deeply about: student development, leadership, facilitating/teaching, mentoring, and civic engagement. We believe it will be energizing, practical, and immediately useful across roles and disciplines.
Importantly, participation does not require any financial contribution or additional workload. The only commitment involved is registering and attending the 3-day training. There is no expectation that the staff who complete this training then serve as trainers following this- if you want to incorporate the ideas you learn into your work, great, but there is no obligation.
Check out the website for additional program details. Website provides responses to commonly asked questions.
Registration is now open and can be completed at: https://clie.gmu.edu/powercharacter (or you can go directly to the form here: https://citizenuniversity.us/programs/power-character/power-character-registration/)
Please note that we’d love it if you could register by end of April/ early May
· SAVE THE DATE - 18th Annual Innovations in Teaching and Learning Conference
Thursday, September 24, 2026 | Virtual Sessions
Friday, September 25, 2026 | In-Person Sessions 
· GMU has partnered with TimelyCare to provide GMU employees (faculty & staff) with free, 24/7, confidential mental health & well-being support. Visit https://rsr.gmu.edu/employee-health-and-well-being/timelycare/ for details

8. Recognition Opportunities
· George Mason University Employee of the Month
Do you have a colleague or employee who deserves the special recognition of being named Mason's Employee of the Month? Submit the online nomination form. Each form requires three nomination statements/letters of support. Contact awards@gmu.edu with questions.
· Cody thanked the search committees for their work on the two Associate Dean positions
· Congratulations to Ferah and all who earned promotion – Term, Tenure-Track, & Tenure

9. Adjournment – 3:42pm

Meeting recordings and minutes are at https://science.gmu.edu/faculty-and-staff-resources/faculty-governance/faculty-meeting-minutes 
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